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Interview with Lesley van Schoubroeck 

COPYRIGHT 

The below statements are copied from the original ‘Town of Victoria Park Local History 

Interview Consent Form’ signed by the interviewee on the 28 February 2022 and stored 

in the Local History Collection: 

1. “Material” refers to the audio 

recording made from the interview; any 

transcript created as a result of the 

interview; other items provided by the 

Interviewee, and photographs taken 

during the interview session. 

I give permission for the 

Town of Victoria Park Local 

History Collection to retain 

material collected during this 

oral history interview. 

YES 

 

2. “Material” may be copied, published, 

including in any electronic format, and 

in any public way with assigned 

acknowledgement to the Interviewee 

and the Town of Victoria Park Local 

History Collection. 

I give permission for my 

material to be managed by 

the Town of Victoria Park 

Local History Collection. 
 

I give permission for my 

material to be available to 

the community 

YES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES 

 

3. Access restrictions will apply for 10 

years from the date of the interview or 

until death 

I wish to restrict access to the 

oral history interview 

conducted with me for 10 

years. 
 

I wish to restrict access until 

after my death 

NO 
 

 

 

 

 

NO 

NOTE TO READER 

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the spoken 

word and reflects the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical 

sources. The Town of Victoria Park is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein: these are for the readers to judge. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Lesley van Schoubroeck grew up on the Darling Downs in Queensland and came to 

Western Australia in 1971 as a maths teacher.   

After leaving teaching in 1984, Lesley moved into strategic policy and planning across 

government describing herself as a ‘serial bureaucrat’. She worked in Dr Geoff Gallop’s 

department during his time as Premier.  She chronicled his time in office for her 

doctoral thesis at Griffith University. Lesley has had a long career in the mental health 

sector. In WA, she held the position of Executive Director Transformation for the 

Mental Health Commission for and is now the Chair of Grow Australia, a community-

based organisation supporting Australians recovering from mental ill-health.  

Lesley’s interest in the Kensington Bushland, now the Jirdarup Bushland Precinct 

began, she recalls, in the late 1980s and early 1990s when she came across what was 

a hidden piece of bush surrounded by houses and ovals and with vegetation very 

different from anywhere else.  Lesley was fascinated with the wildflowers like the 

orchids, which are not so abundant today, and the kangaroo paws which have 

revegetated.  In the early 2000s, she was approached by Gwynth Schlipalius to become 

involved with the newly formed Friends of Kensington Bushland group and has 

remained with the group, more recently renamed the Friends of Jirdarup Bushland, 

throughout, depending on her work and family commitments.  Lesley pays tribute to 

the members of the group for their determined efforts to safeguard the bushland. 

Protecting the environment is vital for Lesley, “If we don’t preserve some of the unique 

plants that exist in there, we should be absolutely ashamed of ourselves.” Fortunately 

the Friends group enjoy the support of the Town of Victoria Park who have recently 

accepted the group’s recommendations with regard to protecting and expanding the 

bushland which now covers 20 hectares and will form one of the corridors developing 

through Perth for birds and other wildlife.  Fences have been erected and path sizes 

limited to protect the plants.  The area has been designated a Bush Forever site and 

passive recreation only is permitted.   

Lesley is presently writing a history of the bushland in its various iterations from the 

early days when it was a rifle range and sanitary depot with degraded soil and 

vegetation to what she and others hope will be fully revegetated bush.  Lesley and the 

Town of Victoria Park are in consultation with Aboriginal people to learn more about 

its significance for Indigenous Australians, the traditional uses of  the endemic plants 

and wildlife and how the area can be used into the future.  At the time of writing, Lesley 

is considering publishing her work as an ebook. 
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The Friends of Jirdarup Bushland is a group based around Victoria Park and 

dedicated to the preservation of Jirdarup Bushland and the promotion of its 

importance in the community.   https://www.friendsofjirdarupbushland.org.au/social-

media 

https://www.friendsofjirdarupbushland.org.au 

 

The interview for the Victoria Park Library runs for 1 hour;  the interviewer is Anne 

Yardley. 

 

  

https://www.friendsofjirdarupbushland.org.au/social-media
https://www.friendsofjirdarupbushland.org.au/social-media
https://www.friendsofjirdarupbushland.org.au/
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TRANSCRIPT 

This is an interview with Lesley van Schoubroeck, it’s for the Town of Victoria Park.  

Lesley’s had a long career, she calls herself a serial— 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Serial bureaucrat— 

AY:    Thank you, a serial bureaucrat but the focus of today’s 

interview is on her involvement with what is now the Jirdarup Bushland, it’s had 

different incarnations over time. Today is Tuesday, 8 February; we’re meeting at 

Lesley’s home in Kensington and I’m Anne Yardley. Lesley, you didn’t grow up in WA, 

where did you grow up? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I grew up in almost no-man’s land on the Darling Downs 

of Queensland.  

AY:    What were your hobbies and interests as a child growing 

up?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: When I was a child I just read books basically and 

wondered what the world was like outside farming land. So I became a good student 

and went to uni and here I am.  

AY:    What did you study?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I became a teacher, all country girls became teachers, that’s 

what we did. I was a maths teacher.  

AY:    Growing up on the Darling Downs must have been a very 

different environment from this one, were you involved with or interested in the 

environment around you growing up? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well the environment there was very different and farming 

land is just wheat and wheat and animals. There are the lovely sub-tropical forests but 

it’s very, very different from WA. I took an interest in it probably when I left home and 

moved to more interesting countryside, but really there’s not a lot of interest in rolling 

fields of wheat and barley, lovely but not that fascinating.  

AY:    Were you at university in Brisbane?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I went to uni and teacher’s college in Brisbane, yes.  

AY:    So you would have become accustomed to that sub-

tropical environment?  
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: Yes, the heat and the humidity of Brisbane, absolutely.  

AY:    What did you think of this here when you first came to WA, 

this was 1971.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I came in 1971 yes. The weather was very much the same 

except that the jacarandas flowered much later; they always flowered before exam time 

in Brisbane. But apart from that it was hot in the summer, yes, the weather was different 

but it was fine.  

AY:    What brought you here?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Oh, I was just restless and I got a job here so I came, 

teaching.  

AY:    Where did you settle, what part of Perth?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I settled when I was in Perth a couple of years later, I lived 

more in the southern suburbs and I was living in South Perth in the late ‘70s.  

AY:    And when did you move to Kensington?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I moved here in 1980.  

AY:    The vegetation here is very different from, say, 

Queensland— 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: —from anywhere in the world, yes.  

AY:    so what were some of the observations you had at that 

time?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well, the flowers just fascinated me. From my first year 

here, my first spring. I came in May and by spring—I hadn’t heard of kangaroo paw, 

I’d never heard of Christmas tree, at that time you didn’t hear of them so the 

wildflowers on my first year here were something I had not been able to see. In eastern 

Australia you do have wildflowers, but you don’t see them beside the road, you don’t 

drive along the road and suddenly see kangaroo paws and these beautiful Christmas 

trees. I was gobsmacked from the beginning. 

AY:    Were you just looking at them or did you feel you wanted 

to become involved with— 
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A Donkey Orchid, growing in Jirdarup Bushland. 

Courtesy of Lesley van Schoubroeck 
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: It was a bit later that I decided I would like to see if I could 

grow some of them. When I moved here I had lots of sand and I grew Sturt peas on 

the verge and I had sunflowers at the same time. People would admire the sunflower 

and didn’t admire the Sturt peas which I found quite strange. I’d started growing them 

in my garden by then and I was interested in them.  

AY:    You were also interested in orchids.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I was interested in the native orchids as well.  

AY:    Why was that?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Oh, they’re just so beautiful and there are so many of them 

and you just come across them almost anywhere. I remember coming across them in 

the pine forests where Curtin is before I moved here; I just thought they were beautiful. 

And you can’t grow them which makes them even more fascinating. Although you 

used to be able to get them in the nurseries but they stopped; I haven’t seen one in a 

nursery in a long time.  

AY:    How were you enjoying the bush then?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Walking in the bush.  

AY:    Where was your special place?  

[5:00] 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Oh, I’m not an adventurer by any manner of means, I’m a 

walker in the bush so Kings Park and the local Kensington Bushland because I 

discovered it was just on the other side of the oval so I would wander at large. But 

wherever we went, down south, I’d go wandering in the bush. 

AY:    Kensington Bushland is what is now Jirdarup Bushland?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: So Jirdarup is three parts, there’s the Kensington Bushland 

which has always been bushland and has not been developed and that’s a Bush 

Forever1 site since 2000. So that’s in the middle, then there’s a bit to the right as you 

move into it, which is the George Street Reserve which used to be a sanitary depot. 

There are some fascinating news clippings about that and then on the other side of it 

 
1    Bush Forever is a comprehensive world class plan for protection of unique biodiversity in the Perth 

region.  It has three major components each of which is essential for retention of its overall 

biodiversity values 
    https://www.bushlandperth.org.au/what-is-bush-forever/ 
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there’s an old, we call it the sand tip, it used to be where they got the sand to build 

the houses and it became a rubbish tip.  

They’re all owned by the Town of Vic Park and in 2015, the Town of Vic Park made 

what is really a momentous decision to treat the three of them as a precinct, a bushland 

precinct, and they revegetated the George Street Reserve. I did make a comment to 

someone about how well the trees are growing and no wonder given it’s on the 

sanitary tip, the trees are very happy. So that’s quite revegetated now and then the 

Kensington Bushland, which is reasonable, I think they say about sixty five to seventy 

per cent of the vegetation is still native, which is very good. That’s what it was in 2000 

when they did the studies for a Bush Forever site. And the sand tip is just a big sand 

tip. They’ve announced they’re going to revegetate, they’re going to restore that to 

full ecological standards. It’s not going to be a park, it’s not going to be a skate park; 

they’re going to restore it so that decision was made at the end of last year to fully 

restore it so it will be a 20 hectare precinct. 

AY:    Is that a good decision? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK:  That’s an excellent decision. Everybody’s so impressed 

with the Town of Vic Park.  

AY:    When you say restore, does that mean planting what 

would have been there?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: They’re breeding plants from the Kensington Bushland so 

it’s all local provenance, they’re growing them from there. They’ve got an Aboriginal 

group from Curtin who are looking at it to see whether or not there are particular sites 

that they want to put a yarning circle or something but apart from that there will be 

no structures. There will be no barbecues. It will be bushland that’s re-forested. They’ll 

have to probably bring in a lot of soil because it’s been a sand tip, we think, from about 

1948. Vic Park’s records go from 1962 but the overhead maps they’ve got it excavated 

in 1948. In fact, I think I’ve got a news clipping about some young boy ruining their 

tractor in 1947, so they left it there in 1947. They’ve been taking sand out of that for a 

long time then they stopped taking sand out I think about 1990 and started dumping 

building waste. So it’s contaminated—and washed vehicles in there, council vehicles 

so they had to build it up.  

AY:    What was it like when you first came across it and you’ve 

interviewed people who were familiar with the area.  So going back, what are their 

recollections and what are your recollections?  
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: The earliest recollection I’ve got is from Maggie Redfern 

who was in primary school, the South Kensington Primary School in the 1950s.  She 

remembers lots of bush with stumps so obviously somebody had been cutting down 

trees and we’ve worked out how that happened. She remembers going to the sand pit 

to collect bullets, the lead from the bullets because there had been a rifle range there. 

They were her earliest recollections of it. Both of those stories are really interesting.  

Then there are people—Jan Mason was a local councillor for a while, she’s lived in this 

area. She and her friends went to Kent Street in the late 60s early 70s and for them, 

Jan said the bush was just somewhere you walked through to go somewhere else. They 

used to play cops and robbers with the grass trees and there’s a story of one of them 

sliding down the sandbanks in the bonnet of a VW so obviously there was a lot of stuff 

tipped in there.  You would walk over there and there’d be rubbish there, clearly kids 

were camping there at night so it was just a scabby bit. The George Street reserve 

which has now been revegetated, Maggie Redfern said to me, “Well, we called it the 

cabbage patch then, it was just castor oil plants, it was nothing.” So there really was 

very little growing on there because it had been used as a sewage depot from around 

1903 to the late ‘40s, that’s a long time to have no vegetation, and lots of nutrient 

going in I guess.   

[10:00] 

Then it just sat, I think most people thought it had been a rubbish tip, just an ordinary 

rubbish tip so you knew you couldn’t build on it. At one stage there someone in South 

Perth decided we could have a swimming pool there. I hate to think what would have 

happened if they excavated for a whole swimming pool.  

AY:    I’m imagining the weeds would have got in. The nutrients 

would not have been what was needed.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Yes, that’s right, George Street Reserve was just weeds but 

it’s growing back well, but you know, from 1947, it’s had a long time to settle so that 

the native plants they’ve put in there, most of which grow in the bushland as well, seem 

to be doing well. The Fire and Emergency Services which backs onto it from George 

Street, they had to clear some more out of their back yard and they re-planted some 

of the grass trees and the Zamia palms from there and they’re all doing well. It’s a very 

well revegetated sanitary tip. Hopefully they’ll be able to do the same with the sand 

pit which is just an eyesore still.  

AY:    At what point did you and others, decide that this was a 

significant site and it needed to be cared for?  
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well I was trying to remember when I first started 

wandering there and I had small children in the 80s so I can’t imagine I would have 

been walking through there with a pram. It was probably the late 80s maybe the early 

90s when I just found this bush because it’s hidden, houses and ovals all around it so 

it’s just sitting there in the middle and I think it was serendipitous it has never been 

developed. I must have been wandering through there at least through the 90s and I 

knew a few other people like Robyn Roe who’s apparently been walking through there 

with a diary since 1981. It will be interesting to see what she’s got to say. But it was at 

the end of the 90s that it was coming up for classification as a Bush Forever site.  

AY:    What does that actually mean?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: That means you can’t develop it without permission.  

AY:    From?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: The state government I think, yes, so it puts a lot of 

protections on it. I forget how many sites there are, a couple of hundred in the 

metropolitan area. So it protected it essentially. At the end of the 90s there was a local 

councillor in Vic Park, Cathy Taylor who had very green credentials and has led a 

fascinating life being brought up by a dad who was very much into nature. She and a 

guy called Andrew Thomson, I’m not quite sure what his background was but very 

much into the environment; and a guy who worked for Rio Tinto in fact, Paul Flint. I 

think Paul must have been doing his penance for working for Rio Tinto.   

They realised something was happening about that bushland, we’re not sure how, and 

they convened a meeting down at, there’s a little sports club there. They convened a 

meeting at the end of the 1990s and one person turned up. And that was Gwynth 

Schlipalius so she became the coordinator and said basically, we need some friends of 

Kensington Bushland, because the friends groups were starting to form then. So 

Gwynth became the Friend of Kensington Bushland, she’s a driven woman and you 

have admire the work she did.  Very soon after that, she probably put up a sign, or I 

don’t know, maybe she accosted me in the bushland, I can’t remember. From very early 

on I became part of that group and I, depending on how hard I was working or where 

I was living, I wandered in and out of the group. So from early 2000s that have been 

quite a group of people and a number of them maintain an interest, like Gwynth and 

Helen Brown who was there in the early days; and Margaret Bell and a few others. 

They’re still part of that broader friends group. 

AY:    What’s its importance for you personally?  

[15:00] 
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: I think if we don’t preserve the environment we should be 

ashamed of ourselves. And if we don’t preserve some of the unique plants that exist in 

there, we should be absolutely ashamed of ourselves. Our grandchildren will never 

forgive us. My children won’t forgive me and they’re well into adults. I think it’s 

appalling and if you just look at the changes since 2000, there has been quite a lot of 

loss. We think there are not nearly as many orchids as there used to be so while some 

things with plantings have started to revegetate and the fences have got some 

revegetation.  Kangaroo paws have come back, there were no kangaroo paws there. I 

can’t find anyone who saw one since 1980, apart from what I planted in 2000. I know 

they were there in the 1950s because an elderly woman who lived down the end of 

the street said her daughter used to go through there in the 1950s and pick them. 

Maggie Redfern remembers them so they were there and then there were none. But if 

you go over there, there’s a massive stand of them which we’re thinking were probably 

only revegetated in the last 10 years and they just appeared. People who are knew to 

the bushland think they’ve always been there. I’ve been asking people, “Am I mad?” 

“No, there were none.”  

There was an inventory done by the herbarium in 1980 and they’re not listed on that 

inventory. Over two years every month they identified the flowering plants and they 

were not there in 1980. But they’re back. 

AY:    How do you think they’re recovered?   

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I suspect it was one of the very big fires and one of the 

things that the Town council did which was necessary but upsets a lot of people, is 

they fenced it off so unless you’re on an organised trip or weeding you can’t get in 

behind the fences so you can’t walk through which keeps people out. In the 90s—80s 

and 90s— you could just go wandering through wherever you liked and there were 

tracks all the way through it. But then it became dog tracks all the way through, then 

it became dog poo all the way through it and then with some of the big fires things 

would get destroyed. It’s well fenced and it’s got a good track, I thought it was a good 

track until Robyn Roe told me, Robyn’s 91, she said she can’t go there anymore 

because she can’t get her walker along the track, it’s too rough. So it’s fine for 

wheelchairs but not for walkers and there are quite a few elderly people living around 

here.  I haven’t told the Town of Vic Park, I’ll leave that for a bit.  

AY:    You’re telling them now. Who are you as a group, you’ve 

mentioned a few names but what kinds of people are interested enough to take an 

active interest?  
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well the current group, there are somewhere about eight 

or nine on a management committee so it’s not an incorporated body, it’s just an 

unincorporated group that come together. Eight or nine people there and they’re quite 

diverse, they all have a passion for the environment.  There’s a young lad doing his 

degree in environment and science; it’s chaired by Klaus who is new to Australia, well 

new in that he’s been here for 10, 15 years now but joined it because he was interested 

and wanted to find out about the Australian bush. There are a couple of people who 

are passionate about the environment like Vicki Caulfield and Clare whose surname I 

can’t remember, and Helen. They’re quite passionate about that but in the broader 

group of Friends there are over a thousand people who like the Facebook page or on 

the newsletter so we don’t have a list of them but there are over a thousand people.  

If you walk through the bushland there are a range of people because Vicki initiated 

some photographic competitions for the last two years, we’ve got a lot of 

photographers who are now Friends because they think this is interesting and they’ve 

done some great photos. It’s quite interesting to see the different sorts of people of 

all ages and all backgrounds.  

AY:    So from its beginnings in 1999, I guess would have been 

that first meeting— 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Yes, 1999 they were the Friends of Kensington Bushland as 

it was then.  

AY:    What are you most proud of, what are the key 

achievements?  

[20:00] 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Oh, I think there’s something that Cathy said to me when I 

was talking to her, “If we really try and protect this and we continue to work with the 

local council, we can do it.” And they have. So it’s been that ongoing increasing 

awareness of it; working with the Town of Vic Park when, like all bureaucracies, people 

change in bureaucracies, so the Friends group has always been there to remind them. 

They had forgotten, I think it was 2000, they agreed to turn the sand pit into a place 

of passive recreation and then they forgot and were asking the community what to do 

with it and they’d already made that decision. I think that worked, that decision in 

August last year was a culmination of work from 2000 so that’s 15 years and it just 

demonstrates that if the community actually tries to do something and they work 

collaboratively, they can do a really good job.  
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If you go over there now, you see so many different people. We’ve engaged a couple 

of local Aboriginal people there so we’re starting to understand some of the early 

history. We do need to do that better. It’s becoming a place.  

 

Swan River Myrtle growing in Jirdarup Bushland. 

Courtesy of Lesley van Schoubroeck 

 

AY:    What’s the relationship like between Friends of Jirdarup, as 

it is now, and the Town of Vic Park?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It’s very positive. The Friends would be the key stakeholder, 

the concept plan for the sand pit was changed so all the recommendations we made 

were accepted. They limited a few paths, cut down a couple of paths to actually move 

towards full restoration.  

AY:    So you’re saying there have been been changes of council 

make up of course, but the relationship— 
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: The relationship has become increasingly positive so early 

on when Gwynth was engaged with the mayor at the time, Mick Lee, he was down 

there and the councillors were down there and they were very positive. Then there was 

probably a bit of a fading away because councils have many priorities, but there’s been 

a resurgence in the last couple of years and it’s very positive.  

AY:    What about the local Aboriginal elders, what’s their 

response been to what you’re trying to do?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It’s interesting, in 2002 Trevor Walley did the spring walk, 

I’ve got the photos to prove it, and we’ve had a couple Aboriginal things there. What 

we haven’t—or what I haven’t done yet, is actually connect with someone who can say, 

“Yes, you’re taking the right perspective,” because I’m putting together this history and 

I’ve got this section called First Nations Perspectives and there’s a lot written but the 

challenge of course, if you’re wanting a traditional owner perspective on a place in 

Perth, well the Aboriginal people were dispossessed in Perth. I’ve just been reading 

Daisy Bates (unclear), so what is there. It doesn’t mean to say there are no Aboriginal 

people, there are lots of Aboriginal people in Perth but to actually know how that land 

was used is very hard to find out.  

AY:    Have local Aboriginal people to some extent lost the 

connection?  

[25:00] 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I don’t know that they’ve lost the connection, I mean, I can 

remember even now, discovering what to do with the Zamia nuts from Trevor Walley 

and Kent Street High School have now got an Aboriginal yarning circle and the Town 

of Vic Park have an Aboriginal Advisory Group and they’re just changing their 

membership at the moment but there’s a woman called Roni Forrest, and Simon 

Forrest are the Aboriginal people and they did a walk down there last year that was 

useful and I’ve got their notes.  It gives you an idea of what all the plants were used 

for, what was used for food and what was used for medicine but specifically to get a 

particular site and if you’re doing the history of a site, you try not to go down rabbit 

holes which take you somewhere else, you’ll be there forever. There’s no rock, there’s 

no ochre. There’s a history of the camping grounds that was done only a couple of 

years ago, there are none mapped where there are in Bassendean and Fremantle, there 

are a few maps. So it’s just nice sandy land with plants growing which were very useful 

for food and medicine and animals which were probably very useful for food and 

medicine.  
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When the management plan for the bushland was done, from the Aboriginal heritage 

sites, there’s nothing else significant there.  So you know, it was like someone’s big 

backyard and I’m sure people wandered through it but it doesn’t have a feature but it 

has lots of flora and fauna that I’m sure were very used.  

AY:    What about the fauna—I’m wondering about here, the 

flora suffered because of— 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Ah yes, the fauna apart from the fox— 

AY:    So what fauna do you believe used to be there and what’s 

the situation now?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: There have been foxes since 1934 stealing chickens and I 

was talking to someone yesterday and there were foxes in 2003 still stealing chickens. 

I think the foxes have gone. In the early 2000s, a few people thought they saw 

bandicoot scratchings and there’s an article in the paper I think from the 1930 from a 

lady in Como who was making a pet of a bandicoot but they could have escaped from 

the Perth Zoo because bandicoots escaped from the Perth Zoo. There’s reptiles there, 

quite a few reptiles. Another little article I love is about one of the little skinless lizards, 

I don’t know all their names, but in this article from 1954, this little boy had found a 

rare skinless lizard there and it was quite a rare one and lo and behold the young guy 

on our management group who did some science notes from last year and noted the 

rare skinless lizard, the same one—the same name, not the same lizard.  

So there are quite a few reptiles, there’s a bit of reptile trapping and it was a study at 

the end of the 1990s by Margaret Turpin, who is the very same Maggie Redfern, so 

she has an interest in it, that actually counted the reptiles and there’s a couple of reptile 

studies happening at the moment. But mammals—Marg Turpin in 1989, 1990 found a 

house mouse. Whatever was there, because it was surrounded by development and 

it’s been surrounded by development since 1950, it’s been basically surrounded since 

1950 and had pine forests, so it’s had cats and rats and foxes but we think the foxes 

have gone.  

AY:    Is it possible to keep them out with fencing?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well I don’t know there’s any foxes in metropolitan Perth 

anymore but house cats, well best not say on record what I think you could do with 

house cats that go into the bush. And the dogs are all meant to be on leads and with 

the fences now, the dogs can’t get through so they only attack the bobtails if the 

bobtails dare to walk across the footpath.  
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AY:    Are you saying because it’s being surrounded by suburbia 

for so long that even with the re-introduction of native flora there really isn’t any fauna 

that’s returned? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: The birds have come back. There’s a lot of birds.  

AY:    What kinds of birds are you seeing? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well the ones that have been appearing are the black 

cockatoos so it’s sort of known for the black cockatoos. I was talking to someone and 

we don’t recall the Red -Tailed [Black] Cockatoos, certainly not in numbers, twenty 

years ago, but there are a lot of black cockatoos now. One of the things the Town of 

Vic Park have done is put in water because there is no water. The black cockatoos used 

to find big trees in other places, well, they’re a bit short of big trees so the Carnaby 

Cockatoos and the red tails are back. I could look up a list, but the birds are quite 

prolific down there and I think there are some owls, a couple of Tawnies [Frogmouths]. 

There are always birds there—and the New Holland Honeyeaters. It’s interesting 

because there are New Holland Honeyeaters everywhere but once again in one of the 

earlier studies they weren’t mentioned so I don’t know whether they’ve come or 

whether they were just overlooked. And there’s lots of fungi that’s come back, 

somebody did a fungi study in 2005 and found some interesting fungi.  

AY:    Is that right?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Hmm, there’s a list of about thirty different fungi they 

found and they said that’s not all, we should come back more, that’s 2005.  

AY:    You mentioned the phrase ‘passive recreation’ a while ago, 

what exactly is that. What does that mean?  

[30.00] 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It means you can enjoy the bushland but you will not have 

ropes, swings, children’s climbing frames and barbecues. If you want to do that, you 

can go down to the foreshore. There will be none of those jungle gym things for adults, 

you know the ones I mean, yes. So it will be passive to enjoy the bushland. If you don’t 

enjoy the bushland, go somewhere else. There’s plenty of other places to go. We’ll 

have 20 hectares of bushland which will be part of the corridors which are developing 

through Perth so the birds in particular have got somewhere to go.  

AY:    So they will be able to connect, but other fauna might 

struggle a bit?  
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VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well it depends if they introduce them because it doesn’t 

abut anything. I forgot to mention the Rainbow Bee-eaters, shame on me. Yes, the 

Rainbow Bee-eaters which come to nest in the same banks every year and they’ve been 

there for a long time. In fact I think they come from Siberia, they come from a long 

way. They’re always a delight but no, I’m not quite sure, unless they decided, and that 

would be down the track, whether or not 20 hectares—because the nine hectares was 

simply not enough. If there’s 20 hectares, I would feel very reluctant to let a poor little 

Bilby or something go in a bush in a metropolitan area where lots of people have cats.  

AY:    So the original size was nine hectares, at what point was it 

made bigger.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Yes, so the nine hectares was the Kensington Bushland and 

then the George Street reserve—I should know these things, I’ll just check my facts—

so the George Street Reserve is 2.7 hectares and the Kent Street sand pit is 4.33. The 

bushland is actually 10.87 to be precise, so those three added together are nearly 20. 

That’s almost doubled the size of the bush but it still has houses around it. And where 

people have houses, there will be cats and no matter what the local government says, 

the cats will go out at night. So small ground dwelling animals, well, I think it would be 

sad to release them. I think it’ll be a place for trees and birds. If other animals re-

establish, it would be absolutely delightful to find a bandicoot there but I don’t know 

how a bandicoot would find the place, unless he escaped from the Perth Zoo again 

and came bounding across.  But you know, you’d have to get across Canning Highway 

first and I cannot imagine a bandicoot crossing Canning Highway even in the middle 

of the night. The bobtails come from bushland here. When there’s been a fire over 

there you see a few more over here but even then you see them squashed on the 

roads. 

AY:    What has been the role of fire in the time that you’ve 

known the bushland. Have there been problem fires or have fires helped regenerate?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It’s been a bit of a two-way street I guess. Some of the fires, 

one at least I recall, was arson, one was so hot that the ash had to be protected which 

is why they fenced it. There was an article in a science magazine after that talking about 

the impact of fire on ground dwelling things and said your spiders, if it’s too hot would 

be eradicated because if a spider can go underground and shut his little door, but 

when he comes out, there’s no food, there’s no shelter from the birds and it’s very hot. 

So I think they found, I think it was 2016 was a massive fire and in that year, they did 

find a couple of spiders had survived. I think they thought they might have been 

eradicated but they found them. They’re the spiders that live under the ground.  
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But yes, Anne, I think there’s been regeneration, so the bush changes. But because it’s 

such a small area—one of the other problems with the fires is to get the fire trucks in. 

You’ve got a small piece of bushland, you get the fire trucks in there—and this has 

been one of the other arguments now, is that the paths are so wide you can get a fire 

truck down them which means you’re taking up more of a very small piece of bushland. 

Fire is a as fire does, small fires probably do good. The massive, hot fires in such a small 

area, I don’t they do much good at all. I’m sure they don’t.  

AY:    What was the reason behind the decision to have that land 

change its name, the Friends of Jirdarup wanted to change the name?  

[35:00] 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It was the Friends of Kensington bush and that was just the 

bushland but then when the Town of Vic Park created the precinct with the three of 

them in 2015, the Friends thought about it and basically changed their name following 

that because, I guess the Friends of Kensington always advocated for the restoration 

of the sand pit so they were focused on the sand pit and the bushland. They hadn’t 

really focussed on the George Street Reserve but I think when the Town of Vic Park 

decided to incorporate the three of them—I don’t know why the Town did that, they’ve 

got one officer who’s very environmentally minded, he’s very active, he has passion. 

But I don’t know the history of why they decided to do that. They consulted Trevor 

Walley, the Indigenous guy who’s had a fair bit to do with that then they came up with 

the name Jirdarup as the place of birds, because there are lots of birds there.  

AY:    And that would have been a move that you were happy 

with, I imagine? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Yes, that’s right, the name of it doesn’t really make much 

difference but the idea to increase it, absolutely it makes it far more sustainable.  

AY:    What about community awareness, is that something you 

are happy with or that you struggle with? I know you have a very active Facebook page.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It’s increasing a lot although I have to say that just before 

the last council elections, I was just down the street which is probably two blocks from 

the bushland, one block from the sign that says Jirdarup Precinct and there was a guy 

standing there giving out how to vote cards. I was giving out flyers for our next 

photography exhibition so I said, “I’ll have one of yours if you’ll have one of mine.” He 

said, “Oh this is interesting, where is that?” And I said, “Just down there.” “Oh really, 

has it been there long?” And I said to him, “So have you lived in Kensington long?” 

“Forty years,” he said. I’m thinking 40 years, you live two streets from here and you 
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want to be my local councillor and you’ve never heard of it, I think not. So yes, there’s 

a lot of local awareness but there’s an enormous amount of local unawareness, they’ve 

just got no idea. They still go, “Oh I didn’t know that was there.” People in my street 

and we’re two blocks from there, don’t know it’s there.  

AY:    Is that something you’d like to rectify?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well, it’s such a two-edged sword because it’s such a small 

area, the more people who go through there, although now it’s fenced, the more 

downtrodden it will get. The good thing about community awareness is it reminds 

local governments to be responsible, to look after things. It’s like anything that’s 

precious, you want to look after it, you want people to know it’s there but you don’t 

necessarily want them there all the time. When we have a spring walk, for instance, if 

you get 20 or 30 people there, that’s great. If we had 50 people there, what would we 

do with them all because they do want to get behind the fence and have a look. But 

you can’t let too many people because you’ve got to explain to them, first of all you 

might get bitten by a snake, those sorts of things, but they will walk on precious plants. 

You need enough people to keep the weeding going and to keep the awareness up 

with local council so they want to preserve it and they’ll spend money on looking after 

it. Yes, I want everybody to know it’s there but I don’t want them all to go there. And 

that’s a challenge. That’s a challenge for everyone who’s looking after the environment; 

every national park. We all want national parks and we want to save them and we want 

to keep them but we only want us and our friends that we trust to go there. Other 

people just bring their rubbish, you know. It’s a challenge. 

AY:     You’ve said that you do have a good relationship with the 

council, which is good, what is the Town’s strategic community plan: VicVision, is this 

something that— 

[40:00] 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well, I’m just outside the Town of Vic Park, so I don’t have 

to follow them, the Town of Vic Park is across the street. They do have a vision—I know 

a lot of people in Vic Park obviously—they do have a vision to regenerate and their 

green strategy, I was talking to someone who’s something in designing houses. If you 

build a house in Vic Park you have to have a tree. There will be space for the tree it 

won’t be just plastic lawn and a few strappy plants that you never have to water. So I 

think the Town of Vic Park really have to be congratulated on what they’ve done to 

revegetate Vic Park and save some of the—although the Hill View Terrace, which is in 

the Town of Vic Park, has not done so well. That was one of the first ones that Cathy 

Taylor saved. She and Kim Beazley saved it. It was next door to the Commonwealth 
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Archives down Berwick Street and was this little block. Cathy tells me, she said, “Well I 

decided we needed to save it so I rang them up and said we want your land,” and she 

said, “I could hear this voice at the end of the line going ‘they want our land’”. ‘They’ 

being the archive people, obviously didn’t realise that Kim Beazley was the member 

for Swan and that was in Swan. They transferred it to the Town of Vic Park but the 

archives have moved and now there’s building next to it, butting up next to it so it’s 

getting quite squashed. But it’s still there. I don’t think the Town of Vic Park would 

have done much with that. But they’ve done well from what I hear and what I see.  

AY:    How would you like to see the bushland into the future, 

how do you see its preservation or restoration, how do you see that going into the 

future?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: It will probably take 10 years at least because it will take a 

long time to regenerate the sand pit, but it will be a continuous piece of bushland with 

a few more big trees as well as the shrubs. And that’s one of the things we’re trying to 

do to persuade them there used to be big trees there. So it will be the original banksia, 

sand plain forest that used to be here and it’ll be full of birds and reptiles and yes, it 

would be lovely to see some mammals there—and yes, I think it will have to be fenced. 

I would rather it wasn’t but I think it’ll have to be fenced. That will keep lots of dogs 

and whatever out. And makes it far less attractive to people who just want to go in 

there and wander in the bush and build cubbies and light fires. There are not many 

plastic bottles and beer bottles in that bush anymore because it’s not accessible. You 

have to climb a fence to get to the bushland. And it will be there forever and just keep 

growing, it will be lovely.  

AY:    How have you seen it change over the time you’ve been 

involved with it since the 1990s?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well it used to be just the bushland and the bushland itself 

was just bush with sand tracks. And you would find quite a lot of flowers if you went 

at the right time of year but in some ways, it’s improved because you’ve got more 

bushland so they’ve revegetated around the sand pit, this is George Street. So it’s 

bigger. Some of the plants have changed, as I said, some of its revegetation and some 

of that’s protection. One of the things that Gwynth was very keen on was getting rid 

of the pink gladioli, six hundred a day some people would pull. And they are starting 

to go but there’s a lot of poisoning happening as well. I’m not quite sure poisoning is 

the way to go but some things you just have to poison, it’s just how careful they are 

with the poison. We’ve seen fewer orchids, I think most people would agree that there 

were fewer orchids than there used to be. Although the kangaroo paws have come 

back, the Red-Tailed Cockatoos are back so there has been change.  
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AY:    For the better?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: For the better, there have been some very positive changes 

and  because it’s getting to be a bigger area, it’s becoming more positive, yeah. And 

there’s far less rubbish, far less rubbish.  

AY:    How do you see the role of the group, the Friends group, 

going into the future?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: This year, we’ll focus on the sand pit and we’re working 

with the council and the Aboriginal people to make sure that we have got something  

[45:00] 

which is pristine. The group will always be there to do the weeding and to raise 

awareness of it. We were talking last weekend about whether we need to proactively 

involve more Aboriginal people in the governance of our management committee or 

whether we do it through the group that advises the Town of Vic Park and how do we 

do that. I think we’ll probably have a bit more focus on getting some kids back 

involved. There used to be kids involved in lots of activities in the early 2000s and there 

haven’t been as many kids come along with their parents. I’m hoping that a friend from 

Curtin who teaches pre-service teachers will use that area to develop resources to 

teach teachers how to develop resources for a local piece of bushland so that your kids 

can enjoy it. So it doesn’t matter where you are in Western Australia, there’s a bit of 

bush somewhere so part of putting the history together is background material so 

hopefully they can develop some resources. I think that will happen, she’s hoping to 

do that in second semester this year so it will be quite an educational resource.  

AY:    And you personally are putting together a bit of a history.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Oh, I’m having such a good time.  

AY:    Tell me about that.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Well, it sort of started, we had a plan to put up a couple of 

posters about it but it goes back to what it was being used for. Right now I’m caught 

between finalising the history of the sanitary depot and the history of the rifle range. 

Because when we had the photo exhibition last year, people got confused because 

they said the rifle range was here not there. We discovered there were three rifle 

ranges.  There was one further west where the pine forest came from 1901 to 1914 

and that got closed because it wasn’t safe. Then a new one opened that came, actually 

half of it, 700 yard mounds it had, so it was 800 yards long—about a kilometre long 

and that came right up. The last 300 metres are actually in the bushland and that was 
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opened in 1916. I have a lovely photo of ladies in hats and men with rifles and funny 

hats. That was there till 1940 then the home guard practiced in there from 1940. We 

had a home guard. Then we’re not sure what happened but there’s an article in the 

paper—I love Trove, if I’m not reading old Hansard—about what they called no man’s 

land, people wandering between the old sanitary tip and the rifle range are likely to 

get shot because you’d just wander into the bush and suddenly there would be people 

shooting.  

So they were the first two and then they closed. We’re not sure when they stopped 

that rifle range. Then I discovered in 1958, not the rifle range, but the small bore rifle 

people who are very different, I assure you, they’re very different, they were shooting 

in the sand pit and they shot in the sand pit from 58 into 66. So there’s been a lot of 

shooting around there and then of course there’s the history of the sanitary tip because 

if you want to get kids engaged, talk about toilets, you know, talk about toilets.  

AY:    Toilets and guns.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Toilets and guns. Absolutely, can you not get children 

engaged, then add bandicoots. The toilets are fascinating because it seemed even then 

the land was vested in Vic Park and South Perth but right early on you’ve got news of 

South Perth deciding that they will have high steam cleaning for the pans as opposed 

to the old coal and will Vic Park cooperate. But the overhead photographs show that 

actually came in separately. So the sanitary pans from South Perth came down Brandon 

Street and landed on that corner and the ones from Vic Park came down Rathay Street, 

they actually had two and you can see when they closed, there’s a line so they actually 

closed at slightly different times. So from early on South Perth and Vic Park have been 

very separate, even in their toiletries.  

It was there for a while but when they opened Kent Street High School in 1940 there 

was much of a furore and there’s a lovely article in the paper and it talks about the 

leaky carts going past Kent Street, past ‘our brand new school’. This is February with 

flies and the heat and trotting down there. He goes on to explain exactly how you 

process sanitary pans, if you want to read the paper. It’s quite fascinating. There was 

quite a furore from the early 40s so they decided by 45 it had to close. But Vic Park 

and South Perth weren’t on septics, so they actually ended up opening up one I think 

out near Shelley Bridge and they had to go out there. But the newspapers were 

fascinating. The new parents of Kent Street were not happy.  
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Banksia Menziesii growing in Jirdarup Bushland. 

Courtesy of Lesley van Schoubroeck. 
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[50:00] 

But in all of those early things there’s nothing about the bushland. Except there’s some 

interesting stuff, the Town of Vic Park had its first wildflower show in 1899 down at the 

church and they had displays of orchids and everlastings and kangaroo paws and 

entries from children of every age so they obviously had big wildflower shows. But 

even then the speeches talk about being careful with our flowers and in 1912 they had 

the first major [Native] Flora Protection Act. They only protected about six plants but 

that went through in 1912 then they added the maidenhair fern to the list, which I 

thought was a bit odd, but it wasn’t until they put the new legislation through in 1935, 

that orchids were protected. It took a while.  So all of that was happening but this is 

not specific about our bushland but you can read from the wildflower shows and some 

of the discussion that there was a lot of concern about it’s fine to pick them, but pick 

them carefully. There’s even a definition in the 1935 legislation of pick, to pick, what 

do you mean by pick flowers. They said in the Hansard and I’m not sure if it’s true—

sometimes politicians prevaricate or put themselves in a good light, just occasionally—

that WA was the first state in Australia to have protected wildflowers, by legislation, 

that’s 1912. So they didn’t protect many, the Christmas tree is on the list and the 

kangaroo paw is on the list and the Sturt pea was on the list but the orchids weren’t 

and I notice they were on a 1935 one. God knows why they decided to protect the 

maidenhair fern. Even I understand there is a native one, obviously somebody had a 

thought about it.  

There was lots of discussion at the time that people must be allowed to sell Boronia 

because what else would they do? There used to be lots of Boronia selling apparently 

in Forrest Place. But nothing specific when you look at the history about the history of 

the bushland itself, it was about the sand, the rifle range went through it and when 

they built the first rifle range in this discussion, they spent three months clearing the 

land before they put the rifle range in and the photos of the second rifle range—I was 

just talking to a guy who’s part of the association, they had their 90th anniversary down 

there in 1991—he said the mounds they shot off were about 10 metres wide and the 

sand would have been 30cms deep and its cleared so they’ve actually cleared this piece 

that went from beyond the bushland, the other side of Jarrah Road, they cleared all 

that so they could shoot things, shoot targets because shooting was very big. It’s been 

quite cleared and that’s one of the challenges that we have. The Town of Vic Park 

wanted to restore it to its natural bushland and they look at the natural bushland and 

they go, but there are no big trees there. That’s because someone cut them down. Part 

of the history, Margie Redfern remembers big stumps in the 1950s down there but a 

few bushfires and you lose those. The history says that the rifle people just cleared it, 

you can imagine it, men and axes so they could get their guns out there. Not that the 
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ladies didn’t do their shooting in their hats and skirts as well. There’s actually been a 

reasonable amount of clearing.  

AY:    What kind of trees would there have been? 

VAN SCHOUBROECK: There’s jarrah and there are all sorts of banksias. I doubt 

there would have been other sorts of trees but there’s one big jarrah tree down there 

that’s quite big. It’s actually not in the bushland, it’s behind the PCYC where somebody 

at one stage wanted to put—that’s still open to debate—it’s bush, it’s not used—

somebody wanted to put a hockey field there even though there are hockey fields 

everywhere. Somebody wanted to put the police horses there at one stage. And it 

would be nice to include that in the broader part of the bushland to just re-generate 

it as opposed to letting the PCYC or someone else expand into what is pretty degraded 

land. It’s still got some trees there, it’s still got some flowers there, so you know. I don’t 

think we’ll get the Harold Rossiter Parks back to bushland, we’ll just let them be.  

AY:    We’ve talked about quite a few things, is there anything 

you’d like to add?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: I can’t remember what we’ve talked about so I think we’ve 

probably covered it but I guess the one thing I do think we need to acknowledge is 

this was Indigenous land. They might not been particularly important, we don’t know 

whether there are particularly important sites there, we have no idea. Nobody has any 

idea that’s because since 1829 basically they were being dispossessed and moved out 

so we don’t have that local history. It is their land, we do know they use the plants that 

grow there and it would be nice to get some sort of construct. But with the Kent Street 

School having more of an Indigenous focus, and I think we have the Town of Vic Park 

having an advisory group and we’ll probably do something for NAIDOC Week every 

year, we have for the last couple of years. It’ll be how we do business, it won’t be 

special. I think we need to acknowledge what they’ve done and also what Cathy Taylor 

and Gwynth did. I said to Gwynth last week, if she wasn’t here, this would not have 

happened. It could well have been completely destroyed because the reviews, I think 

it was 1980, I think it was 70 per cent native vegetation. I think it was 65 by 1999 when 

they did the Bush Forever study and probably still fine and you could probably still 

revegetate it, so still save it.  

But had it gone for another 10 years, it would have been just overcome by weeds and 

there would be very little to revegetate I think. But that happened, the Town of Vic 

Park took some interest, put some signs up because, you know, Gwynth is a very 

determined woman. Her and the people she gathered around. There are people who 

just go there and weed, they just get them out, the freesias are nearly gone. And the 
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Andrew Thomson entrance, named after Andrew, the one over near the Ag 

department, apparently freesias were his thing, he was going to get rid of the freesias 

and there are hardly any freesias there anymore. Andrew is long since gone but the 

freesias have gone as well. So he'll be happy (laughs) if he looks down on the bushland. 

To those people, I think you have to acknowledge what they did, and the current 

people who are using all their skills to keep the energy up and the councillors, 

particularly at the Town of Vic Park.  

AY:    Do you feel quite confident about the future of the 

bushland?  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Particularly given the decision last year when the council 

basically said, in a note to their staff, we don’t need a consultation. We’ve had 

consultations, we’ve had them for 15 years, you might have forgotten. This is what 

we’re going to do and if the Friends of Jirdarup are suggesting we don’t need those 

paths, then tell me why we do and if we don’t we won’t. So they’re taking our advice 

and it’s been written into the plans. They’ve changed their structure including a couple 

more people on their staff with a background in natural resource management so I 

feel quite positive. Now I think it will be a lovely spot as long as when I’m in my walker 

they change a couple of paths so I can get down there.  

AY:    Thank you for your time Lesley.  

VAN SCHOUBROECK: Thank you Anne, lovely to meet you.  

Interview ends. 

[58:48] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


